AFTER   EVEREST
superstitious and barbarously crude village medicine-
men and the ineffective traditionalists of the Ayurvedic
system. It is questionable whether the treatment accorded
by the Medical Mission in its early days was much better
than these out-of-date alternatives, but, at any rate, it
was given freely to the patients and no doubt used by the
missionaries as a bait to catch the unwary and lure them
into hearing the somewhat formal and often, I fear, narrow-
minded theology which in those days was known as the
" gospel/' But we must not be too critical. These early
missionaries may have taught a religion which was more
concerned with theories about Christ than with the teach-
ing of the Master Himself, but their self-sacrificing and
truly Christian lives bore fruit in the building-up of some
very fine characters who formed the leaders of the Christian
Church in Travancore in the nineteenth century.
As medical knowledge became more scientific, and more
especially as surgery was developed by the introduction
first of anaesthetics and later of antiseptics, the Medical
Mission grew rapidly. The old Ayurvedic system remained
where it had always been for the last two thousand years ;
the medicine-man of the country districts was untrained,
Ignorant, and cruel, and remained so, but scientific medicine
—what is known in India as " Western medicine "—
advanced steadily and became infinitely superior to the
indigenous system of Ayurveda and the lack of system of
the Vaittyan or medicine-man. By the time that the
Medical Mission had been established for fifty years, there
were a number of its branches scattered through the
southern half of Travancore. The land for several of these
was given by the then ruling Maha Rajas. The Govern-
ment of Travancore encouraged the Mission to start more
branches, actually commissioning two of them. By that
time the Government had started a medical service of its
own, building hospitals in various parts of the fountry.
Although these Government hospitals steadily increased
both in number and efficiency, the Medical Mission did the
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